


The Blow

Gray whales usually surface every 45 seconds as they swim, but
will often stay under for 3 to 5 minutes when they are eating. If
they have been down for 5 minutes they usually blow 5 times
when they surface to replenish their oxygen supply. If they are
frightened they can stay down for 30 minutes, hiding on the
bottom or traveling great distances. Sometimes they dive and
reappeal 4« mile away. The blow or spout shoots nearly 12 feet

high expelling 400 liters of air in a single blast. ‘

The Dive

The Breach

The ultimate in whale sightings is a breach—when a \
launches as much as % of its body out of the wate|
spectacular show of power and grace. Scientists arer
why whales breach. Possibly they do it to remove pare..
communicate with each other, or maybe it's just for fun.
whales aren’'t known for breaching nearly as often as:
cousins, the humpback whales, but young Grays seent

The Spyhop

Whales have the largest brain of any animal on earth. They
are very intelligent and curious, often seen “spyhopping,”

or lifting their heads above the surface of the water. They
like to rise out of the water to get a better sense of their
surroundings. Resident Gray whales have been known to
spyhop regularly, especially when local tour boats are near.
Behaviors like this make us wonder if the whales enjoy
watching us as much as we enjoy watching them!
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Other Species

Other whales we see are Minke, Hump-
back, Blue, and Sperm whales. Orcas,
the largest of the dolphins, are also see

A deep dive, also known as sounding
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helps propel the whale downward at a

steep angle to the bottom, where they

feed on small crustaceans. After the
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turbulence of the dive will cause a circle
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All whale photos courtesy Carrie Newell,
Whale Research Excursions, Depoe Bay
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