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S
ilver Falls State Park, the largest state park in Oregon, has more than 9,000 acres of 
spectacular scenery and offers a diverse array of things to do. Along with camping, our 
visitors come here for hiking, biking, horse riding, picnicking, nature interpretation, 

historical buildings, youth camps, ranches, and a conference center.

The spectacular Trail of Ten Falls, an eight-mile hiking trail, is the park’s most famous feature. 
The trail follows the north and south forks of Silver Creek, and presents hikers with some of 
Oregon’s most beautiful and awe-inspiring scenery.  Other trails include a paved four-mile bike 
path, and some 25 miles of multi-use trails open to equestrians, hikers and mountain bikers.

The day use area near South Falls has spacious lawns, picnic shelters, parking areas and restrooms. 
Interpretive panels reveal the park’s history: discover how the waterfalls formed many years ago; how 
one man’s camera helped protect the waterfalls; and find out who built many of the park’s facilities.

Enjoy a swim in Silver Creek or relax along a developed (but unsupervised) swimming area. A restroom, 
snack bar and playground are nearby.

Park trails wind through second-growth stands of Douglas-fir and western hemlock. Common vegetation 
includes Oregon grape, salal, and sword fern. Pacific blacktail deer thrive in our lush temperate rainforest,  and 
beavers build dams and gnaw trees in the canyon creeks. Rabbits, birds, chipmunks and squirrels abound. Black bear, 
coyotes and mountain lions (cougars) live in the remote areas of the park.

Welcome to Silver Falls

Historic South Falls Lodge
The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), part of the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA), built the South 
Falls Lodge in the 1930s.  It opened as a restaurant in 
1946, but closed in the late 1950s. Diners ate on tables 
and chairs constructed from only two myrtle trees! The 
tables inside the lodge today are among the originals. 
In 1983, the lodge and immediate area found its way 
onto the National Register of Historic Places. Portions 
also include a log cabin, stone kitchen shelter and 10 
surrounding acres. 

Restoration of this popular gathering spot is a work 
in progress: in 2005, the kitchen shelter received a 
new roof, and in 2006, new windows and doors are 
scheduled for installation. 

Geologic History
Formation of the canyon stretches back to the Oligocene 
period, about 26 million years ago, when most of Oregon 
was covered by ocean. After the waters receded about 15 
million years ago, lava flows covered the lower layers of 
sandstone that had been the ocean floor. The flows are 
part of the far-reaching Columbia River basalt flows that 
cover approximately 25,000 square miles. Softer layers 
beneath the basaltic lip eroded, creating natural pathways 
behind some of the falls. CCC workers eventually 
widened these paths to make them safe for public use. 
While walking behind North Falls, look up and see if you 
can spot the many tree “chimneys,”or casts. These formed 
when hot lava engulfed the living trees, causing the wood 
to disintegrate.

Day-Use Fees
Day use area permits are required year-round 
throughout the park. Please display a one- or two-year 
pass (affixed onto your windshield), or a daily permit. 
Your camping receipt also functions as a daily permit; 
valid from the day you check in through the day you 
check out. You may purchase a daily permit for $3 at the 
entrance booth or from yellow vending machines in the 
South Falls day use area or at the North Falls trailhead. 
Purchase Annual ($25) and two-year ($40) day use 
passes at our campground registration booth, South Falls 
day use entrance booth (summer only), and in the South 
Falls Lodge Nature Store. Permits can also be purchased 
at G.I. Joe’s stores throughout Oregon and at major state 
park offices.
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About one mile down the 
trail is Lower South Falls. 
The trail takes you down 
steps behind a 93-foot 
curtain of rushing water. 

LOWER SOUTH 
FALLS  93 ft.

Take a 1 3/10 mile hike from 
Lower South Falls to Lower 
North Falls, which forms a 
30-foot drop in the north 
fork of Silver Creek.

LOWER NORTH 
FALLS  30 ft.

A short trail near the foot-
bridge over Hullt Creek leads 
to Double Falls. Although a 
double drop, at 178 feet, this 
is the largest in the park.

DOUBLE FALLS 
178ft.

The 177-foot waterfall can be 
seen from several points along the 
canyon rim. Walk behind the falls 
and experience its mystical beauty. 
A loop trail leads to a footbridge.

SOUTH FALLS
177ft.1

Drake Falls, at 27 feet, is 
the smallest of the Silver 
Creek Canyon falls. It is 
named for pioneer photog-
rapher June Drake, whose 
photos of the falls brought 
prominence to the area.

DRAKE FALLS 
27 ft.2 3 4 5

Middle North Falls is a 
wall of water dropping 
106 feet. A short, sepa-
rate trail leads you behind 
this waterfall.

MIDDLE NORTH 
FALLS  106 ft.

One of the return trails to 
South Falls passes Winter 
Falls. This 134-foot water-
fall relies on winter runoff 
and is at its best in winter, 
spring and early summer.

WINTER FALLS 
134 ft.

Continuing on the main 
trail, you come to Twin 
Falls, formed by waters 
tumbling 31 feet over pro-
truding rocks and splitting 
into two cascades.  

6 8
Before returning, remember 
to take a short trek under 
the highway bridge to 
Upper North Falls. This 
65-foot cascade plunges 
into a quiet pool. Perhaps 
the most overlooked falls 
on the trail, it is a cool and 
pleasant place to end an 
adventurous day.

UPPER NORTH 
FALLS  65 ft.10NORTH FALLS 

136 ft.
The next mile has many 
spectacular views of North 
Falls, 136 feet of thunderous 
beauty. The trail drops 
down 77 steps and goes 
beneath the creek and behind 
the waterfalls through a 
cavernous cutout of rock. 

9

7 TWIN FALLS 
31 ft.

Trail of Ten Falls

SOUTH
FALLS

Day-Use Area

Pets are prohibited on all 
sections of the Trail of 
Ten Falls—except on the 
Rim Trail and Bike Path. 
Bicycles are permitted on 
the bike path only.
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The Canyon Trail -- from    the Maple Ridge inter-section to the spur trail that leads up to Double Falls -- is closed due to storm damage.





